


Pavlína Fichta Čierna 
Before We Grow up, We Believe There Is No Evil and Envy (2011)
Video 

The video maps the situation in an elementary school in Ružomberok, where more than 
60% of children are Roma and this imbalance keeps growing. The author decided to 
map the situation and let the protagonists of this model example of segregation be 
heard, while simultaneously to break the barriers that separate the Roma children and 
their families from the others, whether caused by fear, aversion or prejudice. 

Laďa Gažiová 
Untitled (2010-11)
Painting 

Laďa Gažiová was born in a Slovak-Roma family in Spišská Nová Ves. She ranks among 
the most distinctive young visual artists in the contemporary Czech and Slovak scene. 
Her painting technique, spray on canvas, makes her unique in the domestic scene. 
Recently, the author has focused on the topics of Roma identity and the feeling of being 
uprooted. 

Arie Farnam, Matt McClean a Dantia MacDonald 
Walls (1999-2000)





Installation 

The author maps the current problematic locations (Chánov, Janov, Předlice) and 
speci ic con licts between Roma and the mainstream society. Each case is accompanied 
by a brief narrative given by both the sides of the con lict concerned. 

Damian Le Bas jr. 
(2011)
Installation 

Damian James Le Bas Jr. is an activist, artist, and playwright. His work, created especially
for this exhibition, poses a question what would happen if the English Roma people let 
themselves be provoked to an armed protest. 

Damian Le Bas 
Gypsyland (2007)
Mixed media on printed map 

Damian Le Bas is a self-taught artist born in Shef ield. With his wife Delaine he 
participated in the irst Roma pavilion at La Biennale di Venezia and the Prague Biennale
3. Through his drawings with the use of text and maps he poses questions concerning 
modern European nomads. 

Delaine Le Bas 
Minister and Ghost 
Trashimos Si Ruzlipen Chavvy (2011)
Instalace a performance 

Typical of the works by Delaine Le Bas is a permanent dialog between the search for the 
roots of Roma culture, artistic expression re lecting the everyday experience of the 
Roma people, and activism. Her art installations and canvases are in luenced by art brut 
and graf iti and at the same time depict the life on edge of society. 

The Black Zigan



Firdausi

For the root that's unclean, hope if you can;
No washing e'er whitens the black Zigan:
The tree that's bitter by birth and race,
If in paradise garden to grow your place,
And water it free with nectar and wine,
From streams in paradise meads that shine,
At the end its nature it still declares,
For bitter is the fruit it bears.
If the egg of the raven of noxious breed
You place 'neath the paradise bird, and feed
The splendid fowl upon its nest,
With immortal igs, the food of the blest,
And give it to drink form Silisbel,
Whilst life in the egg breathes Gabriel,
A raven, a raven, the egg shall bear,
And the fostering bird shall waste its care. 
 

Tamara Moyzes & Zuzana Šte ková 
Objective Criteria (2011)
Video, Installation 

The authors focus on the topic of racial theories and their “scienti ic“ methods. In the 
framework of pseudo research they make a parody of the tradition of eugenic 



explorations, but at the same time bring this topic up to date by references to the 
current IQ tests used to select the preschool children. 

Csaba Némes 
Györgytelep (2011)
painting, Video 

The author tells the story of a Roma community living in a former mining village. The 
work consists of a series of paintings and a minimalist animation illustrating an 
interview with an old Roma man who used to work in the mine. The narration captures 
the past and presence of the place suffering of all the symptoms of social exclusion – 
poverty, unemployment and isolation. 

David Tišer 
Dream Class (2011)
Video 

In 2010, a Czech ilm called Bastards was made featuring the brutality of Roma pupils at 
a special elementary school. David Tišer documents the feeling of children protagonists 
and also offers a different perspective than the simplistic black and white one. 



Toy Box 
Untitled (2011)

Toy Box is a nickname of an artist who became famous in the Czech scene by her 
cartoons, the topic of which oscillates between socially urgent themes and personal 
recollections, in which she also uncovers critical potential. 

T.A.M.A 
Maria Papadimitriou 
Roma Dwelling (2009)
Video - Installation 

The lifestyle of the Roma nomadic people is based on the development of personal 
relationships, as well as a different perception of habitation and a different concept of 
private and public space. My initial approach to those populations derived from 
aesthetic values. But, after a while, I sought a deeper insight to those communities. 
Finally, I focused on the political causes that had led them to this way of life, which 
seemed to me socially “unacceptable”. These communities which live within their very 
traditions, values and myths are social outsiders. They don’t follow the rules and 
regulations that we live by,. They are free spirits. Let us examine the relationship that 
exists between a contemporary artist and these nomads and what they can do together. 



Alfred Ullrich 
Landfahrer (2011)
Installation 

In his work Alfred Ullrich concentrates on the so-called “places for travelers”. According 
to the information provided by the Association of the German Sinti and Roma the term 
“traveler“ (Landfahrer) was often used as a synonym for a discriminatory label 
“Gypsies“, it applied to both the Sinti, Roma, and the Yeniche (Jenische) and thanks to its 
usage at the time of Nazism it has a strongly negative connotation. 



Shlomi Yaffe 
The Divine (2011)
Video installation 

The work consists of a projection paraphrasing a famous fresco by Mantegna where – 
instead of angels – appear Roma workers looking down the gutter. The projection 
symbolically brings the viewers underground breaks the traditional division into 
heavenly/clean/high and mundane/dirty/low. 


