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Oliver Ressler: Stranded

Managers overboard

The exhibition will take place from Oct 1 2015 to Nov 30 2015 in the Artwall gallery 
(Embankment of Kapitána Jaroše and Edvarda Beneše, under Letná park).

Artist talk and discussion with the artist will take place on October 2nd 2015, 12 pm in the 
National Gallery, Trade Fair Palace at the Koenig Books bookstore. 

The exhibition is part of Fotograf Festival #5 Documentary Strategies, www.fotografestival.cz

When thinking about dead bodies on the beach, nowadays most people think of refugees whose boats 
sank during the dangerous sea crossing to the European Union. The number of refugees drowned in the
Mediterranean Sea in 2015 is the highest ever, reaching 2,500, making the border between Northern 
Africa and Europe the deadliest in the world. The photographic series “Stranded” by Oliver Ressler 
shows men lying motionless on an empty beach. But unlike refugees these men 
wear business suits, the standardized clothing of politicians and managers. 

“These images could be seen as depicting those responsible for the policy of drowning refugees. The 
photographic images point to something that might happen in the future as the collapse of the capitalist 
system continues. ‘Stranded’ imagines what might happen if the managers of today's economy were 
themselves sacked and thrown overboard,” says Ressler.

“The refugee crisis shows the failure of our politicians who wash of their hands over the fates of 
refugees and comfortably ride on a wave of populism and fear of the unknown fanned by the media 
instead of accepting our share of collective responsibility," stresses curator Zuzana Štefková adding: 
"This is also what the exhibition ‘Stranded’ is about.” 

--------------

Oliver Ressler, born 1970, lives and works in Vienna and produces installations, projects in public 
space, and films on issues such as economics, democracy, migration, global warming, forms of 
resistance and social alternatives. Oliver Ressler has had solo exhibitions in major art spaces such as 
Berkeley Art Museum, USA; Platform Garanti Contemporary Art Center, Istanbul; Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Belgrade; Centro Cultural Conde Duque, Madrid; Alexandria Contemporary Arts 
Forum, Egypt; The Cube Project Space, Taipei; Wyspa Institute of Art, Gdansk, Lentos Kunstmuseum, 
Linz; and currently at Centro Andaluz de Arte Contemporaneo – CAAC, Seville. Ressler has participated
in more than 250 group exhibitions, including Museo Reina Sofía, Madrid; SALT Beyoğlu, Istanbul; 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco; Van Abbe Museum, Eindhoven; MASSMoCA, North 
Adams, USA and at the biennials in Prague (2005), Seville (2006), Moscow (2007), Taipei (2008), Lyon 
(2009), Gyumri (2012), Venice (2013), Athens (2013, 2015), Helsinki (2014), and Quebec (2014). A 
retrospective of his films took place at Centre d’Art Contemporain Genève in 2013. 
For the Taipei Biennale 2008, Ressler curated A World Where Many Worlds Fit. A traveling show on the 
financial crisis, It’s the Political Economy, Stupid, co-curated with Gregory Sholette, has been presented 
at eight venues since 2011. In collaboration with Ines Doujak he co-curated Utopian Pulse – Flares in 
the Darkroom at Secession in Vienna in 2014. www.ressler.at

--------------



The Artwall gallery was initiated by the Centre for Contemporary Art Prague. 
The present exhibition program is implemented by c2c circle of curators and critics under the patronage 
of the Prague City Councillor, Jan Wolf.
The project was kindly supported by Austrian Culture Forum
The project partners are the City of Prague and the Czech Ministry of Culture. 
The media partners are Aktuálně.cz, Radio 1, A2, Artmap, Kulturissimo.cz.
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